October 8, 2007
The least reached people of Mozambique
In the five northern provinces of Mozambique, there resides 16 people groups, all of which are widely considered lesser/unreached peoples. Most of these groups embrace traditional/ethnic religions. Some are completely Muslim. A few groups have a small base of Evangelicals in which their churches are run by men and women with little or no education. The Yao of the Niassa Province, nestled along the shores of Lake Malawi, consist of 96% Muslims. The Makonde in the north-east are part Muslim, part animist. Bible translation is needed in at least 10 languages. After 20 years of civil war, the doors to Mozambique have now flown open and the gospel is free to reign among a people in bondage to false doctrine and the Gibraltar of sin.  

First Step: Mavue
Our team aims to reach these peoples. We have taken several trips to south-central Mozambique in hopes of making inroads for further ministry to the north. On Tuesday, October 9, Dan, Seth, Sydwell and I will be traveling for 10 days to Mozambique to set up our first missionary station. In my previous trip to the Gaza Province, Eric and I located a small, Tsonga-speaking village called Mavue. Our team agreed that this would be a good first step towards approaching the north. We will be pulling our recently purchased Wendi house in our recently purchased three-ton trailer. The Wendi house is approximately 20’ x 20’, with three interior rooms. It consists of 18 wooden panels, which have been taken apart, loaded on the trailer and reconstructed upon arrival. This trip certainly isn’t to the level of George Grenfell, whose team carried hundred of boxes over hundreds of miles to construct a boat in the Congo River- but it certainly will be a challenge. Here are items to pray for:

1. Crossing the Limpopo—this is a major concern of ours. We have received substantial rain recently, which makes crossing the Limpopo an added challenge. Pulling the trailer will only add to the adventure.
2. Trailer durability—Our new trailer seems as if it will hold, but the large amount of weight it is carrying coupled with very difficult roads could spell disaster. The God who controls the planets and their orbits is the same God who controls the bearings in a trailer wheel. What a thought.
3. Acceptance in Mavue—the chief of Mavue seemed to be responsive in our last meeting, but then again, I didn’t have a house behind my truck. We not only need permission to set up shop in the village, but an adequate place to locate the house and a responsible person to watch it when we are gone. Please pray fervently for this one. 

Surprise trip home

My first tentative trip home was planned for the fall of 2009, but because of some unusual (albeit wonderful) circumstances, I will be making a quick trip home to America from December 7-January 15. Africa is my home now, but I am looking forward to seeing the faces of so many who have passionately and faithfully prayed for me.  

Living to die to live again,

Paul Schlehlein

* Picture: Leaving town with the Wendi house








