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June 5, 2006

Dear Praying Friends,

Finished

To the glory of God, I have been finished with deputation now for about 2 months. Since I began traveling in late September, my goal has been to be on the field by July. God has answered my request, as I will be leaving for South Africa on July 31. Both individuals and churches have been overwhelming in their financial and prayer commitments. But the moment I become smug in my “financial security”, I remember that it is all God’s money anyway and He can double it or remove it any time He pleases. Oh, that financial commitments would not replace my humble dependence on the Omnipotent One!

The Details

Now comes the doleful task of finalizing all the details of missionary service before I leave. My agenda includes applying for a visa, shipping my belongings, applying for international health insurance and receiving last-minute medical attention. The current responsibilities I have at my church and school has not allowed me to turn a blind eye to ministry however, and this has helped me maintain the Acts 13:2 model for missionary service.

Being dead, yet speaketh

Hebrews 11:4 tells us that although Abel is dead, he still speaks today because of his righteous life. Many of the missionaries of old continue to speak to me as well because of their selfless service and single eye towards Christ. Perhaps these insightful quotes will help you:

· Elizabeth Elliot—If it were possible to poll all the missionaries who have worked in all the world in all of Christian history, it would be seen that missionary work, most of the time, offers little that could be called glamour. It offers a great deal of plodding and plowing, with now and then a little planting. It is the promise of rejoicing, given to those who “go forth weeping, bearing precious seed.”
· Hudson Taylor—Learn to move man, through God, by prayer alone.
·  C.T. Studd—At the mouth of the Congo there awaited a thousand prospectors, merchants, and gold seekers. If such men hear so loudly the call of gold and obey it, can it be that the ears of Christ’s soldiers are deaf to the call of God, and the cries of the dying souls of men?
Perissos [Pray vehemently]

· Our Homes—Our team will be living in the heart of a Tsonga speaking village named Elim. This requires our homes to be built, not rented as previously thought. Pray for Seth and Amy as they are currently building their home and that mine will be constructed in the near future. 

· The Minton Family—Dan Minton and his family will be arriving near the same time I will. Please ask God to speed them on their way with few obstacles in their path.

· A Helpmate 
Keep it sweet till Jesus comes.

Paul Schlehlein
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