April 30, 2010
One of the most rewarding elements of training students in a Bible college is the chance to watch them grow into spiritual leaders. The process takes time and effort but the rewards are manifold. Melinda is also learning the joy of watching young Christians grow as she works with the young ladies from church—teaching them what true femininity looks like while immersed in a culture that acclaims the loud and stubborn woman as the picture of true beauty.
The last several months, our family has been learning that…

1. … while justification happens at a moment in time, conversion often doesn’t. It takes time, sometimes years. 

2. … the doctrines of grace provide ineffable joy in the battle and give missionaries courage to remain faithful on the field. 

3. … Satan does not own our souls, but he does all he can to steal our time.  
4. … relationships with the people are like fragile seeds; they need much water and cultivation before they sprout and blossom. 
5. … sinful habits are difficult to break (e.g. Abram lying about his wife, then doing the same thing 25 years later). 

6. … going from adequate to “good” in a foreign language is a big jump and very difficult.  

7. … American initiative is almost unheard of elsewhere around the world, and third-world countries will gladly accept it—lying down and relaxing as the American’s drive and dollars do everything.  
8. … excessive teaching through sermons, catechisms, and Scripture memory is essential to overhaul a sinner’s thinking from a non-Christian worldview. 
9. … only Christ can un-dull the mind and enlighten the understanding so the soul may be saved.
10. … there is great fulfillment in friendship. The St. Andrews Seven related that their favorite activity together was “earnest conversation”. Dialogue with deep thinkers and broad readers is wildly entertaining.

Things to Pray for:
· Conversions – our church often uses Romans 10:1 as our guide into intercessory prayer for the lost. Please pray that God would convert the friends and family members of our church family. 
· School Accreditation – this past year, our school began the grueling task of seeking accreditation from South Africa’s department of education. We are willing to pursue all of the requirements that they ask, but their administrative propriety does not match the level of education they expect from their applicants. Everything takes longer in Africa, and school registration is no exception. God has a way of opening up the proper doors at the exact time, so please pray our school would find the means to accomplish this task.
· Church Growth - There is a great dearth of leadership throughout all of Africa, but our joy is deep as we watch the Bible Institute interns growing and learning the in’s and out’s of ministry while bringing a depth to the service as well. How we long to see a vibrant church established here. We pray and labor to that end. 
In Christ,

Paul and Melinda
