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July 11, 2006

Dearly Beloved,

I’m Off!

On Monday, July 31, I’ll finally be leaving for the Limpopo Province of South Africa. I am so thankful for the era in which we live- that we can go from one side of the earth to the other in such a short time. I don’t envy missionaries of old like Adoniram Judson, whose trip across the ocean was so long that by the time he arrived in Burma, he had changed denominations. The reality of serving Christ as a full-time missionary has not fully sunk in, but how thankful I am to serve the King of Kings on the foreign field.

The Greatest Danger

I believe strongly, and I think the Bible teaches clearly, that the greatest danger to missions is fear. Whenever O.T. saints crossed cultures or attempted something grand, they were almost always greeted with the same response from God: fear not. Perhaps this is why the #1 prohibition Jesus gives is against fear. He says it over and over. It’s because He understands us. We are a people who are often paralyzed by fear. As I step out into the vast African yonder to begin my next phase in life, I too face some of those fears. Will I fail? Is my hope for reaching the unevangelized a romantic notion? Will I be a blessing to my fellow missionaries, the Mintons and Meyers? The popular t-shirt’s of the 90’s said “No Fear”. I heard the same t-shirts in Alabama said “Ain’t scared.” Either way, I long to be a Christian who is fearless, knowing that God has given His children the spirit of “power and of love and of a sound mind.”

Prayer Requests

1. Vehicle—My most pressing concern when I first arrive in South Africa will be to purchase a reliable vehicle. As you can imagine, my vehicle will be an integral part to effective ministry because of the obvious difficulty people have in getting around. On the one hand, I want a truck that will run extremely well. On the other hand, I don’t want a vehicle that will cause me to look any wealthier than a white, American already will. Please pray that I’ll be able to find a vehicle with a great engine and an ugly body.

First- year goals I have been praying for over the last year.

2. Learn the Tsonga language 

3. Three Disciples

Faithfully,

Paul Schlehlein
Paul Schlehlein		missionary to


South Africa





“Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.”


					- Job








