August 9, 2010

Honoring Your Women
Since 1994, South Africa has recognized August 9th as a holiday to celebrate National Women’s Day. It may have begun as a good idea, especially in a land where women are generally devalued. For over a generation now, “you strike a woman, you strike a rock” has been the motto representing woman’s courage. The egregious error, however, is that South Africa has assumed that a national holiday could affectively dress the wounds that it inflicts on its women everyday.
So if “National Woman’s Day” is a bad idea, how should South Africa go about honoring its women? Here are a few ideas:
1. South Africa must forever cease aborting its future generation of women. 
Everyday, scores of female fetuses - future nurses, teachers, mothers, and wives - are exterminated precisely because this country does not honor its women, as its laws deem their un-born bodies to be sub-human. Just last week, a young girl who had responded to our Abortion Alternative ad knocked on our door and said, “I want an abortion”. The apathy and nonchalance in her voice was akin to someone ordering a midnight snack at the drive-through. And why shouldn’t she think this way? Myriads of shops, villages, and street signs are littered with banners offering “cheap abortions”. If that little girl in the womb could read those signs on National Women’s Day, would she say, “I feel honored”? Melinda showed our visitor pictures and let her listen to the baby’s heartbeat. She wept uncontrollably as Melinda encouraged her to keep the baby. That day may have been painful for her, but it was the best way we knew how to honor this country’s women. 
2. South Africa must forever abandon its cultural embrace of polygamy. 
President Zuma, who has five wives and at least 20 children, says that he loves “all of his wives equally.” Throughout most of South Africa you’ll find heads bobbing in agreement to this statement - as long as you survey only the men. The South African family is in disarray because its worldview is that of its feckless president. We preach the gospel so emphatically in our village because we believe it is so much more than a ticket to heaven. It has the power to overhaul one’s outlook in life, including marriage and the family.
3. South Africa must never again taunt its young girls to birth children out of wedlock by offering monthly child grants. 
If you were a poor 16 year-old girl with the promise of consistent cash flow for your child, what would you do? Of course, this doesn’t honor women either. It only strips them of their innocence and convinces them that sin does pay – at least $50 a month.

Women are God’s finishing grace of creation, and until South Africa recognizes the moral principles that genuinely honor them, this day would better be called “National Hypocrisy Day”.

Items of Prayer
· Our church is starting to grow. Please use Ephesians 4:16 as your guide in praying for its spiritual growth.
· Next week, we begin a long series through the book of Romans. Pray that many will be converted through the preaching.
· The Limpopo Bible Institute began classes again last week. Pray that more students will apply for next year, as our first class will be graduating after this semester.

Joyfully His bride,
Paul and Melinda





