May 21, 2008

A Wife’s Difficult Question
“When I was nineteen I began to pray that if the Lord wanted me to marry, He would lead to me one wholly given up to Him and to His service. I wanted no other.”

Such was the prayer that famous missionary wife, Rosalind Goforth, offered to God. Her heavenly Father put His goodness on display when he gave her missionary to China—Jonathan Goforth—as her husband. But her dreams of relaxed comfort and isolated times with her spouse were quickly dashed when Jonathan posed this question to her before their marriage:

“Will you give me your promise that always you will allow me to put my Lord and His work first, even before you?”
Such a question is not easy for a woman. The storms that potential pioneer missions brings to a woman and her family is already cause for worry. But giving up all, even your husband, for the cause of Christ is a burden most women are not willing to bear. 
For the Good of the Nations
On May 10 in Menomonee Falls, WI, the now Melinda Schlehlein said “yes” to that very question. By saying our vows and pledging our lives to each other, we were thus placing our mutual love in a subservient role to our love for Christ and the furtherance of His kingdom. 
To be sure, it would be foolhardy to view our marriage and missionary service as mutually exclusive. Our love for Christ and His work among the nations is what drives our love for each other. Though we are marriage veterans of ten whole days, her benefit to the ministry has been far from surreptitious. An RN with a knack for music, the voice of an angel and an empathy that draws you to her, she has illustrated repeatedly and consistently what a boon she will be in southern Africa. 
The closing stanza of our vows exemplifies the inseparable union our love for each other has with Christ and His cause: “…so that together we may exhaust ourselves for the glory of God and the good of the nations.”
Schedule

We will be visiting our supporting churches for the next few weeks before returning to South Africa. Here is a glimpse of our schedule. We would love to visit with you if you are in the area.
	May 18
	Union Grove Baptist~ Union Grove, WI
	June 1
	Colonial Baptist~ Blue Ridge, VA

	May 18
	Bethel Baptist~ Schaumberg, IL
	June 4
	Grace Bible Baptist~ Pensacola, FL

	May 21
	Central Baptist~ Memphis, TN
	June 8
	Trinity Baptist~ Franklin, TN

	May 25
	Calvary Baptist~ Westminster, MD
	June 11
	Heritage Baptist~ Cedarburg, WI

	May 28
	Southside Baptist~ Goodview, VA
	June 15
	Calvary Baptist~ Menomonee Falls, WI


	
	
	
	


A Vow to Pray—please pray for the following:
1. A marriage that honors Christ and His church  

2. In roads into the lesser-reached of southern Africa

3. Scholastic, monetary and spiritual grow for The Limpopo Bible Institute
Faithfully (and… finally),
Paul and Melinda Schlehlein







