June 14, 2009
Dear Praying Friends,

Comoros Islands

When I finally leave for the Comoros Islands this coming Friday, it will be on the heels of many earnest prayers. Our interest in these islands began two years ago while studying Joshua Project, the world's largest search engine on unreached peoples. After researching and documenting the world's 16,000+ people groups, JP ranked them according to their "reached-ness". When we discovered that the 2nd most unreached people group on the planet was located on an island just off the coast of Mozambique, our hearts began to pound and our lips began to pray. 
Why are they so unreached? Not surprisingly, we discovered that the islands are 99.9% Sunni Muslim. These three volcanic mounds harbor over 700 mosques but not a single church. Furthermore, Open Doors rank them as the 15th most persecuted nation on earth. The middle island, Anjouan, has had war as of late but holds the people group we are seeking—the Ndzwani. 
Pray for us. Tim Smith, a missionary to Muslims in Europe, will be joining me on the trip. We don't know the language and our only contact fell through. But doesn't God's glory usually shine during these times? His desire to save sinners from every kindred, tribe and nation is greater than our own.
Our goal is to discover why this group is so unreached, and what it will take to establish a life-long ministry there. Please pray that we will find a Christian contact, an English guide, the Ndzwani people and an open door to a land ignorant of truth.
Village Baptism

During the six months of the year that the Limpopo Bible Institute is open, a handful of the students minister in our local church. The vitality that thirsty college students provide is obvious. The downside is the six months in which they are gone. We miss their spiritual gifts and the enthusiasm that goes with them.
Surprisingly though, our church has slowly continued to grow in numbers and in spirit. We have found that if new converts are not immediately plugged into church ministry, they usually fade out. Ivan, Seyabonga, and Colbert are not natural teachers; this is not their gift. But every week they are faithful in accompanying me in evangelism. Unfortunately, our Bible studies have seen little fruit in the realm of conversions. The upshot, however, has been that these three men have heard the Gospel dozens of times during our visits. This has strengthened their faith and kept them consistent on Sunday mornings. Please pray that God would give us fruit for our labor by saving lost people in our village.

It is always rewarding to see converts display shameless allegiance to Christ by following Him in believer's baptism. After the church service this Sunday morning, our church walked two miles to the river where the baptism took place. A sinner, a Christian, a baptism—another trophy of God's grace.
Melinda's Health

While in town this past week, Melinda experienced severe hemorrhaging due to the recent birth of our daughter. We admitted her to the hospital for one day. She had slowly been returning to normal until today when she began to feel sick again. Please pray that her health would return and that God would protect her as I am away. 

For the Good of the Nations,

Paul and Melinda Schlehlein

