I thought it would be worthwhile to address the most frequently asked question's that are brought my way. Over the past several months, I have chosen to ignore some questions. But with the same one’s coming my way so often, I have decided to address them directly. I hope you find them informative, colorful, and direct.

 

“Why Aren't You Married?”
This question is intriguing. I have often wondered why the query is not placed to married couples, "Why are you married?" The missionary pattern in Scripture seems to be of single men forsaking all to absorb themselves in the Great Commission. Our Lord Jesus and the apostle Paul among others did not view this as a blight upon the missionary endeavor and even voiced their thoughts on the benefits of the single state. The logical question should be, "Why, Mr. Married Man, have you chosen to take a different path from the precedent set out in Scripture." I Cor. 7:27 etc. is rarely brought up. Now, with that disclaimer in place, I confess that I do desire to be married and believe firmly that I will someday. I pray the lady God chooses will be godly and willing to go anywhere, and I look forward to that day when I can learn to love a woman as Christ loved the church. Now is simply not the time, and meanwhile I refuse to drag my feet in missionary service [Phil. 4:11].
 

“What do you need? I want to help.”
I have finally decided to address this question because it is by far the most frequently asked. I am not fielding this question because I want something, quite the contrary.  I am quite blessed and I am in need of nothing. However, I do not want to rob a blessing from those who desire to give to myself or the people. Let me put out a disclaimer that most things are pretty easy to get here. I have mentioned before that I live in a village with no running water or phone lines, but I don’t want to give the impression that I am living in a cave with bread and water. Just 20 miles away is Louis Trichardt, complete with scores of assorted shops and stores. The poverty is daunting here, but as for me, I am far from ‘suffering for Jesus.’ But with your constant reminder that Christmas is around the corner, let me give a few suggestions:

1. Don’t send clothes, food, toiletries etc.—Leave that to Oprah Winfrey. Besides, I can buy these in town for the people myself. It’s just not feasible with all the shipping costs.

2. Send something useful—I do not mean to bemoan the importance of physical items. There is a time to give food, money and clothes and God knows how often I have done this. But my desire is to give something that will improve their mind, namely, Christian resources. These are very difficult to purchase here. I am at the point in my life when I just can’t get enough of God’s Word. I immerse myself in its truths.  Any type of international theological, or Christian periodical subscription I would enjoy (there, I said it … whew… that was hard). If you have no idea and you insist on giving, just ask your pastor. I hope to pass this on to the people as well. Here are some suggestions for the people:
a. Christian Literature—The guys I am discipling can read English, but it is very weak, so my library is often useless. Well-written Christian books with very simply, 4th grade level English would be a great benefit to these guys. Let us not forget, that even in prison, Paul wanted his books. [2 Tim. 4:13]
b. Christian Music—The guys have cast off their old, worldly music but have nothing to replace it with. They are craving uplifting music that will feed their soul and provide them with an avenue to worship their Creator. As you know, much of Christian music today is empty, so let me suggest CD’s from the following: Steve Pettit Evangelistic Team, Bob Jones University, Maranatha, PCC etc. 
c. Toys that improve the mind—I’m not up on all the latest gadgets, but we live in such an amazing world today—the possibilities are endless. Give yourself a challenge and find something a kid would enjoy while at the same time, learn! 

 

“What has been the biggest difficulty/challenge thus far?”
On the spiritual side, it has been the dishonesty of the people, especially the men. Truth means nothing here. I have been lied to more times than I can count, and the phrase I hear the most among the people is, “Wa hemba” (You lie). I consistently set up Bible studies and meetings with both men and pastor’s, only to be stood up and lied to again. Physically, it has been the lack of cleanliness. Many of the town bugs have decided to move in and I always feel dirty.
 

“Who are the Minton’s and Meyer’s?”
We attended PCC together, and are all within a few years of each other. Seth Meyers is my dear friend who is responsible for my entry into South Africa. He’s been here for nearly three years now, and along with his wife Amy, are living just 3 miles north-west of me in a town called Elim. He is nearly fluent in Xitsonga and has been a great help in every facet of missionary life thus far. Dan and Joy Minton, along with their two-year old daughter Abigail, arrived in S.A. the same time I did. They have purchased a home in Rosebach (12 km away) and will be moving in soon. I love their fellowship.  We minister together in Mashamba and see each other nearly everyday. Please pray for them. God’s blessing upon us is not exclusive. I have attached their pictures so you can see how ugly the guys are and how lucky they are to have such beautiful wives. 

Paul Schlehlein 
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