August 28, 2008
Black and White Evangelism
10 Lessons Learned from African Evangelism
Over the last two years, my red-edged Bible and jittery Tsonga language has assailed the residences of scores of African homes. From this, I have gleaned a host of evangelistic lessons. Here are ten of them:
1. Romans is the diamond of salvation—tracts are helpful. So is the book of John and my favorite evangelistic parable of the Pharisee and Publican in Luke 18. But the most effective tool our team has found is the letter than emanated from the tip of St. Paul's quill—the book of Romans. Repeatedly, Paul's damning indictment upon sinful man coupled with his message of love found in Christ's cross has earned the book of Romans the title "the diamond of salvation". The method of evangelism I've found most effective is a series of Romans Bible studies each week which include lessons on sin, the law, the good news, faith and "Christ alone".
2. Most people like religion—it's not unusual to find hats that say "I love Jesus" and jewelry with a cross. A favorite topic among the people is prayer, God or church. Superficial questions like "where will you go when you die" usually will bring an optimistic, cliché response. But upon further inspection, when more probing questions are offered, it becomes clear that religion has replaced every element of Biblical understanding. 
3. Response to the Gospel is directly proportional to the standard of living—even though some of the people in my village don't have front doors, they probably wouldn't slam them in my face even if they did. Why? Because not only are they poor but genuinely friendly. Some nice houses are sprinkled throughout, but most of the village is maligned in poverty. With this comes a humility and responsiveness that is non-existent among the wealthier areas outside my area.
4. "God" unites. "Christ alone" divides—By many accounts, "God" is the most written about topic in the world. Be it a Muslim, Hindu, Christian or traditional healer, they'll have something positive to say about "God". The conviviality quickly fades, however, when Christ is offered as the only way. Where I live, God unites. Christ alone divides. 
5. Man's depravity is universal—man is bad. He is really, really bad. It is amazing the lengths that an American or an African will go to avoid God. Changing continents doesn't change that. In the past, I knew this truth in my head, but now experience has proved it.
6. Target the hearts that are open—A typical evangelistic visit would have an audience something like this: two teenage girls, four energetic toddlers, a mother, a grandmother and maybe a young man. Two minutes into my presentation, the kids would start screaming. A chicken would run between my legs. The teenage girl would scream a greeting to her friend 6 houses away. The grandmother would fall asleep. The mother would be telling everyone to stop. But in the midst of it all, one person would be paying attention with sincere interest. The world around them had gone silent. In the past, I would have glibly tried to rally the troops and convince everyone to listen. Now, I take the first few minutes to see whose heart is being softened and I direct the Gospel to them. We long for everyone to be saved, but we realize that only those with ears to hear can comprehend such a beautiful message. 

7. Evangelism takes skill—no one illustrated this more clearly than Jesus. He deftly dealt with every marauder and seeker who came His way: rich men, poor women, sick and proud. He knew just the right about of grace and judgment to express. We face a similar battle, a battle that is filled with questions: How long do I allow my hearers to soak in Paul's exposition of sin? Do they need more illustrations? More time? These questions constantly flood my mind and cause me to pray, "Oh, God, give me skill in presenting Your Gospel."  
8. Evangelism takes hard work—how many people would you consider too many to visit before one person came to Christ? Ten? Twenty? Fifty? One-hundred? Adoniram Judson took six years before his first convert. Please rejoice with us when people are converted and remember—evangelizing sinners is hard work.  
9. Africa is very religious… and very immoral—look no further than the barbed wire and burglar bars that grace even the poorest of houses and one will see that while religion may be popular in Africa, it certainly has not taken root. AIDS is higher in South Africa than any other nation on the continent. Drunkenness is an epidemic and Johannesburg annually wins the infamous award of "murder capital of the world". 
10. Mbhokota has a gift that 2,251 other places do not—a different culture, language and thought process all pose difficulties to evangelism. But imagine trying to reach a people without a Bible in their language. It would be more hopeless than going to battle without your sword. Having the Bible in the Tsonga language has placed a new found thankfulness in my heart for such a gift.
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