December 26, 2006
I have learned a great deal since arriving in South Africa nearly five months ago. Here are a few things.

1. The Utter Depravity of Man

If Scripture was not enough to make this doctrine clear, my ministry here has made it crystal. Man is depraved. We are dead, lost, deplorable sinners with no hope out side of Christ’s redeeming work. Africa is not any different than America or any other place in the world, but perhaps it has just been more obvious here. I can site several examples. During the week we will plead, implore and beg the villagers to come with us to church to hear the Word of God. Sometimes they’ll even agree to come. Later, however, they claim ‘business’ as the reason for their absence. But when we drive through the village on Sunday morning, scores of those same people will be sitting on a log defiantly refusing to come. They have nothing, absolutely nothing, to do. Their heart has gone from dark to darker. Their hatred for God is decorated with “churchy” clichés, but depraved nonetheless. While this grieves my heart and drives me to proclaim more boldly, it also causes me to fall prostrate before my King and thank Him for His overwhelming grace to a sinner like me.
2. The Supremacy of Language

Perhaps the best way I can illustrate to you the importance of language comprehension would be to site two examples from great missionaries of yester year. 

· In the late 1700’s, David Brainerd was so excited to get the gospel to the American Indians that he attempted to sidestep the process of language learning. Even when using an interpreter, his efforts were fruitless. Only after he took the time to learn the language did he see Indians converted.
· Robert Moffat’s greatest hindrance to early success in Africa was his failure to learn the language. After wasting precious years using “short-cuts”, he became so convinced of the necessity of language learning that he left his family for 11 weeks to study in the bush.
I have contemplated taking such drastic measures as Moffat did to learn the language. Already, the weight and “distraction” of ministry is heavy. Daily, I spit out the dust that comes from chasing Seth in this marathon of language study. It has also become painfully obvious that the wives, Joy Minton and Amy Meyers, are very smart and catch on quick. They may be able to conjugate verb endings while frying bacon or kneading dough, but I think an isolated mountain somewhere would be more conducive for me. Language comprehension is central to our effectiveness here, so please pray in that direction.
3. The Importance of Friendship

Maintaining any relationship is hard work, and camaraderie amongst missionary colleagues is no exception. Personal preferences, pride, and quirks must be shoved aside. When this is accomplished, the blessings are immense. I have so enjoyed the sweetness of the intimate friendship found with the Meyer’s and Minton’s. I love their company and encouragement, and this has helped the ministry to move forward. The president of one of the largest Baptist mission boards in America told me that the number one reason for missionaries leaving the field has been interpersonal relationships.  How thankful I am that when a day of hard work is finished, we delight to gather together and engage in our favorite pastime: earnest conversation.
Out of Reach

I’ll be “out of reach” for the next 12 days as Dan, Seth, Takilani, and I will be traveling to the interior region of Mozabique to minister. Truly, as Jim Elliot said, “God’s will is always a bigger thing that we bargain for.” The thought that God may call me to this land is invigorating and sobering at the same time. Oh, to go where thousands perish without God and with no hope of eternity. Yet Christ is All in All. I will rest in that, and trust Him to guide us to that perfect place. Please pray for us. 
Faithfully,

Paul Schlehlein
