February 21, 2009
Foundations of a Church

"Our greatest treasure is Christ and His Word." That is the driving force behind our little church plant in Mbhokota. For the past two years, I have lived in the village, all the while studying the language and evangelizing the people. On Sunday mornings, we have been taking the believers to a village 7 miles away for worship. But as our faithful troupe of disciples has grown (including three believers being baptized this week), we feel God leading us to plant a church in our own village. This has been a step of faith for two reasons. First, our longing for lesser-reached people groups has caused Melinda and me to commit to this village only until the end of 2010. Though we don't know the direction God will lead us, this has caused us to labor more fervently in light of the scarcity of time. Secondly, evangelism and discipleship is slow going here. Separating our group from the comfort and encouragement from their previous church is harrowing. But those ignorant of fear will never know courage. 

Our church will begin as soon as we find a place to worship.
Foundations of a School

"Search the Scriptures". That is the deep-rooted passion behind our two-year old school, the Limpopo Bible Institute. God has blessed us with 12 students this year, including seven Zimbabweans. Some have left their wives, children, jobs and everything else behind to study at the school. This semester's classes are Genesis, Teachings of Jesus, Soteriology, Acts, Revelation, Theology of Missions and English. Oh, that God would send out brazen-tongued, culture-shaping preachers from our midst. Until then, we pray that their godly testimony would be palpable in the village.
Foundations of a Family

"She's going to be a kick-boxer!" That is the wincing exclamation I hear from my pregnant wife when describing our 8-month old daughter. Her name is Audrey Corrine. In abortion-ravaged South Africa, we candidly speak of her as the human she already is. Because of Melinda's midwifery training, God has led us to the cusp of an Abortion Alternative ministry in the village. She has already performed check-ups and Doppler exams with pregnant women in the village and we are praying that this would open up hearts to the Gospel.

Pray!

· Urgent: Tomorrow (Sunday) we are again inquiring about a small piece of land near our house for our church plant. The woman has already said "No", then "maybe" and tomorrow we will get the final word. Please pray that we would find favor in her sight. 
· Abortion Alternative: please pray that this ministry would be effective in bringing people closer to the Gospel.

Faithfully,

Paul and Melinda Schlehlein

South Africa

