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And so it is with God and man

He takes a life and in a span 

of time He shapes a single soul

to mirror His. His name extol.

Deep, Not Wide—Tuesday Night Bible Study
Nine months ago the Mbhokota Bible Study began with a few boys, a dingy room, and a stuttering Bible teacher desperately trying to fit in with those of another skin color. Since then, the group has peaked at fifty, the room has been painted, and the teacher has improved his vocabulary (yet still unable to change his spots). This group has settled into a faithful fifteen, with about ten stragglers each time. Every Tuesday afternoon at four o’clock, the young men from Mbhokota (and perhaps a few courageous ladies) gather at the white man’s house to study the word of God. The agenda: deep, not wide. That is, while visitors are always welcome, they will quickly discover how far behind the level of Biblical comprehension the other boys have arrived at. The testosterone-filled service is sprinkled with singing, Bible verse review, Bible verse memory, Tsonga Catechism, Bible stories, and New Testament purpose statements. Just one year ago, the best definition these boys could give for salvation was “prayer.”  Now one can see a litany of boys vying for air-time to answer such questions as: “What is the chief end of man”, “What is the purpose statement of Acts”, or “Say the New Testament books in under 12 seconds.” Two-thousand year ago, our Lord invested three years of ministry into twelve men, intending for them to carry on the truth when He was gone. The Mbhokota Bible Study is a humble attempt to duplicate this.
Pure Religion—Wednesday Night Bible Study
Henna Shaw is a widow. Our team had the privilege of seeing her husband born-again and baptized just months before his death. While her husband currently basks in the light of the Shekinah glory and has no doubt been told the author of Hebrews by now, his wife and I, along with a few others, are in the midst of an eight-month study through Hebrews. Again, the theme in my mind is not numbers, but thorough teaching in the framework of James 1:27 ministry.
Oh, for God to break limbs!—Thursday Night Bible Study
What do you get when you take four African men and a Bible? Answer: the 40-yard dash. Since arriving here, I have found the quickest way to separate oneself from the men in this village is to take a one-week hiatus from your toothbrush or…. mention a Bible study. But God has seen fit to bring four faithful men to the Men’s Bible study at my home. Each week, these men are taught a different doctrine of the Bible. In a land of superficiality, my favorite phrase has become “a hi akeni” (we’re building) because the forthright message of the gospel has been purposely delayed in order to build a proper foundation. Next week is lesson ten, and already these men have asked on numerous occasions, “What is salvation” or “How can I escape God’s wrath?” With sweaty palms I implored them to search the Scripture and wait until week ten. Ignoring D.L. Moody’s words, “never let a sermon go by without the gospel clearly extolled”, I resolved to give God time to pour conviction on their hearts. Several nights ago, one of the men was in a severe car accident. Eleven people were killed instantly. Two survived. He was one of them. Oh, do pray for more Divine dangers in the lives of these men. Beg God to break limbs, sever relationships, and bury businesses if He must all for the sake of landing these men on their knees and hearing them cry in unison—“Have mercy on me, a sinner.”
Pray that God would reveal the irresistible beauty of His grace to Ali, Emmanuel, Jeremiah and Jeffrey.
Breaking out in Mashamba—Friday Night/Sunday Services
Maturing, failing, rising, searching, yearning. These adjectives and more would adequately paint the mural of lives found at the services in Mashamba. Our first exposure to these people began three years ago when Seth began his ministry there and since then a youth group and two Sunday services have emerged. The positive of such a group is that they have had the longest exposure to the Word of God. The negative would be a cluster of those inured to the preaching of truth. Most have already matured spiritually farther than all of their peers. The next step is youth with mettle that yearn to break out of their shell of complacency and plunge themselves forward into dedicated, single-minded service for the King. 
Faithfully,

Paul D. Schlehlein
